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THE OFFICIAL COUNT,

The  Western  Libersl unwittingly
blames the county commissioners for
counting illegal ballots cast in the lower
Giln precinet. Tt says:

There was a number of illegal votes
cast ab  the lower Gila  precinet,
They were written on yellow paper.
The Taw provides that at o general elec-
tion all ballots must be on white paper,
three by eight inches in size. Ture
Eaduk reports that the commissioners
overruled all objections to ballots and
counted these, The Tow did not seem to
to have much influence with the com-
nyissioners,

What Tre Excre did say wis this:

There was little intersst taken in (he
proceedings of the board except as to the
result of the election for eounty cominis-
gioner from the third distriet, for which
office the vote was very elose, In the
precinets ontside of Black Hawk the vote
between Cliark and King was a tie and
the election officers ut Black Hawk did

not tuke the precaution to copy the vote |
S0 that it was g matter of gome doubt as |
to the result nntil the Black Hawk bal-|

lot box wusopened and the poll books
were tuken out,  Clark had six majority
il these six votes decided the matter
in his fuvor,  Both parties were repre-
gented by attorneys before the board
and a few teelinical points were brought
up all of which were overruled by the
board,  Mr, Clark was given the certifi-
e,

The technieal points prought up were |

thut some of the poll hooks were outside
the ballot boxes and that on gome of the
certificates on the backs of the poltl
books the nsme of Mr. King appenred
YL King' instend of Tsrael King,  The
objections to canvassing the retarns of
the precinets where there appeared
to  have  been  frregalarities  were
only a8 to the vote for commis-
sioner for the third district.  No other
objections were made by any one.

The commissioners simply eanvissed
the returnes as cortified on the backs of
the poll hooks and did not coupt the bal-
lots at all. As no one said anything
about illegal hallots being cast in the
lower Gila precinet, the board took no
setion in regard to the alleged illogal
voting. If the matter had been brought
up it conld not have heen settled by the
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board but would have to be settled in
court,  As none of the candidates would
have heen cither injured or benefitted
by throwing ont this precinet, the mat-
ter ig likely to rest where it is,
STATEHOOD,

There is no doubt but that the greater
portion of the progressive elass of the
population of this territory is in favor of
statehood, but how to get it now is a
question which may not he so easily
solved,

During the campaign Te Eore nrged
the necessity of showing to the senate of
the United States that New Mexico
would be a democratic state and that
two democrats wonld he sent to the sep-
ate. The territory went republican, the
legislature ie republican and there is
every indication that, should the torri-
tory be admitted, two republicins wouli
be sent to the senate,  While most of
the residents of this territory  would
rather have New Mexico admitted av o
republican state and send two republi-
cang to the senate than to have it re-
main a territory, the question is not one
to be settled by the voters of the terri-
tory, It is for the senate of the United ‘
States to say whether New Mexico shull
bet admitted and this is what o Washing-
ton dispateh of last week sava abont the
| maLter: 4
There is but little probability that the |
{seénate during the coming short session |
will tuke favorable action upon the bills
admitting New Mexico and Arizona to
statehiood. It wonld nln-vl,\' resem hle
political suicide.  Both territories wero
strongly republican at the recent elec-
|tiong, thus virtually insuring the selee-
tion of four senators of that faith, Dem-
(oeratic politiciang here have already
considered this matter and have reached
the conclusion that by allowing these
bills to die thl-:.' conld not again be en-
neted by the fifty-fourth congress in time
L arganlze siate governments and re-
turn senators before the general elec-
tions of 1806. This would give the dem-
ocrats another chance to save them-
selves by hard work, or he henefited hy
& slump their way.

THE DEFEAT OF BLAND,

The New York Commercinl Advertiser,
one of the lending republican news-
| papers of New York eity, and which
voices the sentiment of republicans in
| the east, says of the defeat of Bland for
CONEress: |
[ The importance to the country of the |
defeat of the great free silver sdvocato is
not fully nnderstood and apprecinted by ‘
the general publie,

Mr. Bland has been the life, power,
energy and braing of the free silver
movement,  He has aggressively and
persistently forced it to the front in sea-
son and out of season, in congress and
through the press, upon the platform
und in the magazines, here w little gl
there u little, now attacking and now
repelling attacks, ever upon the alert to |
secure o Learing for his great rmm»lyi
for all the financial ills which now and

gress for (wenty years and chairman of
the committee on coinage, he hecame a
conspicuous and influential figure in
American politics and legislation. His
gincerity and devotion to hig idol easily
secured” for him in all these years the
leadership of the free silver party. It
was hig intense earnestness and persist-
ency which made him a dangerous adyo-
cate of the free coinage heresy.

No man has been lluutmi pon the
stock exchanges of Europe to the disad-
vantage of American finsnce and securi-
ties so frequently and effectively as the
Hon. Richard P, Bland. No man has
done g0 much todnjure American eredit,
No member of congress hag been a3 in-
fluential in delaying a final and satisfac-
tory solution of the siiver and currency
problems. No member of congress since
the beginning of the civil war has cost
his countrymen so dearly. He hag heen
schoolmaster to the grangers, socinlists
sl populists, a blind leader of the
blind. His defeat at this time retires
for life, wo trost, the most antiving and
resourcefnl’ opponent in public lifeé in
Americn of an honest standard of ex-
change or measure of values, the Tost
aggressive opponent of an  expansive
nutionul bank eorreney redeemable in
gold eoin on demand.

To the party he has so ably led, lis
defeat is an irretrievable loss; to his
country and its finaneinl and commer-
cial honor it i an inestimable Blessing,

————

Tiere iz yoL time for this congress 1o
redeenm itself,  During the three months
that the democrats will remain in the
majority in both branches of congress,
much  beneficial legislation may  be
passed. Among other things this demo-
eratic congress, in arder to be true to the
Chicago platform, must puss a free coin-
age bill, Tt might be vetoed by the

[ president bat it wonld put the demo-

erntie party on record as in fuvor of free
and unlimited  coluage of silver onee
more,  One of the fundamental pring-
ples of demoeraey is the use of both gold
and gilver as money, but & mugwamp
president, throngh the liberal bestowsl
of patroniage, persunded the enckoos in
congress Lo do nothing favorable to sil-
ver, Now that the cuckoos have lost
their occupation it is |m.-‘sll}|i!' that they
may do something for silver, That
nothing can be expected in this line of
the republicans i=u well established fuet.
The leading republican papers of the
eountry are boasting that the silver haresy
hus at last been downed.  The only
chance for silver for at least three years
to come is in the passage of a free coin-
age bill by this congress,
S —

From present indications there will 1y
a4 powerful lobby at work at Santa e
during the session of the legistatre,
There are & gool nhy axes to grind,
and it is doubtful whether the publie
grindstone is hig enough to grind all of

them.
P

Creyerann’s administration has issueid
a call for bids for $50,000,000 iy 5 per
cent. bonds,  This is another of Mr,

then overtake ns.  As a member of con- | Cloveland’s object lessong in finance,




